
 
 
 
 

MINUTES 
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

August 4, 2021 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm.  
 
Present:   Mayor: Charlie Miner; Council: Jahn Dyvik, Mike Feldmann, Gina Joyce, and 

Deirdre Kvale 
 
Staff Present:   City Administrator: Scott Weske and City Clerk: Jeanette Moeller 
 
Absent:   None   
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
MAYOR’S COMMENTS – LONG LAKE NEWS, MEETING REVIEW AND UPDATES 
Mayor Miner offered the following updates and comments: 
 
The Council met in a work session prior to the regular meeting where they discussed the preliminary 
2022 budget and levy.   
 
Mayor Miner reflected that it has been nice to see people getting out and about again and seeing 
events happening in person, including the Long Lake Fire Department Red Hot Run 5K which was 
held on July 31, 2021.  There were 131 racers who participated.  Also, Night to Unite was held the 
prior night on Tuesday, August 3, with six neighborhood parties held in Long Lake that had great 
turnout.  He added that Corn Day will be coming up on August 7, 2021 from 1:00 pm to 10:00 pm, 
and noted that event organizers are hopeful the Parade will be able to return next year.   
 
APPROVE AGENDA 
Mayor Miner noted that staff has requested that Agenda Items No. 7 and 8 be switched. 
 
A motion was made by Feldmann, seconded by Joyce, to approve the agenda as amended.  Ayes:  
all.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
The Consent Agenda consisted of: 

A. Approve Minutes of July 12, 2021 City Council Work Session 
B. Approve Minutes of July 12, 2021 City Council Meeting 
C. Receive Unofficial Draft Minutes of July 13, 2021 Planning Commission Meeting 
D. Receive Unofficial Draft Minutes of July 20, 2021 Economic Development Authority 

Meeting 
E. Approve Minutes of July 20, 2021 City Council Meeting 
F. Approve Vendor Claims and Payroll 
G. Adopt Resolution No. 2021-33 Conditionally Appointing Andrew Holzerland, Justin Hinker 

and Jesse Faue to the Position of Paid On-Call Firefighter for the City of Long Lake Fire 
Department 
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A motion was made by Kvale, seconded by Miner, to approve the Consent Agenda, as presented.  
Ayes:  all.   
 
OPEN CORRESPONDENCE 
No one was in attendance to address the City Council during Open Correspondence.  
 
BUSINESS ITEMS 
 
Special Event Permit Request for Buckhorn Days 2021  
City Clerk Moeller explained that the Long Lake Area Chamber of Commerce has made an 
application for a Special Event Permit to host Buckhorn Days on Saturday, August 21, 2021 at 
Nelson Lakeside Park.  The event will include the usual fun, food, and beverages in addition to a 
Shockwaves Water Ski Show in the evening.  She stated that there will also be some great bands 
and a car show, with other events like doggie races and bean bag toss and disc golf tournaments. 
Staff is recommending approval of the permit subject to conditions.   
 
A motion was made by Dyvik, seconded by Miner, to Adopt Resolution No. 2021-32 Approving 
Issuance of a Special Event Permit #S2021-07 subject to conditions specified in said permit; to 
approve issuance of a 1 to 4 Day Temporary On-Sale Liquor License for the Orono Lions Club to 
allow the sale of alcoholic beverages during Buckhorn Days 2021; and to approve the issuance of a 
Noise Variance Permit authorizing use of sound amplification equipment during the event.  Ayes:  
all.  
 
Box Netting and Other Updates from the Long Lake Waters Association  
Jane Davidson, Long Lake Waters Association (LLWA), introduced Cassie Ordway from the LLWA; 
and Przemek Bajer of Carp Solutions, who is also a colleague of hers at the University of Minnesota 
as a professor in the department of Fisheries, Wildlife, and Conservation Biology.  She shared that 
Mr. Bajer is one of the nation’s leading experts on carp management and she felt that the Council 
would prefer to learn information directly from him.  She thanked the City for being good partners 
with the LLWA as they look at water quality throughout the watershed.  
 
Mr. Bajer explained that common carp are considered an invasive fish that have negative effects on 
lakes.  He recalled that data gathering for the Long Lake subwatershed began in 2018 which led to 
estimating that the population was approximately 18,000 carp in the lake with the biomass being 
over 500 pounds/acre, which is about five times too much.  In 2019, through the assistance of the 
Minnehaha Creek Watershed District (MCWD), a number of carp were implanted with tags, with 
tagging similar to what is done for domestic animals.  They implanted 131 carp in Long Lake, 97 in 
Tanager Lake, and 48 in Wolsfeld Lake.  In 2020, antennas were placed across the inlets and outlets 
to Long Lake and whenever a tagged fish crossed it, it was detected.  The result was that there was 
a significant spawning run and there were 88 tags from Long Lake and 8 tags from Tanager Lake 
detected going upstream, as well as a smaller run downstream.  He recalled that in 2018 and 2020 
there were some efforts to remove the carp from Long Lake via commercial fishing that were 
somewhat unsuccessful which is when Carp Solutions was approached to try a new strategy of 
baited box netting.  He gave an overview of how baited box netting works and noted that the nets 
are baited with corn which does not attract native fish.  He shared details and photos from the 
netting projects, explained how the fish are harvested, and reviewed the number of fish that were 
captured from Long Lake.   Based on the results of the netting and data gathering on the harvested 
fish, an updated estimate of 6,900 carp in Long Lake was issued.  After removal, it is now estimated 
that there remains about 5,800 carp and the remaining biomass in the lake is 201 pounds/acre, 
which is still about two times too much.  He stated that they believe they would need to remove 
about 2,900 more carp from the lake to get the population to the level where they are not having 
effects on the lake.   
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Council member Dyvik pointed out that the estimate of 6,900 carp is very far off from the earlier 
estimates of 18,000-20,000+. 
 
Mr. Bajer replied that the initial estimates were not done by Carp Solutions and used a different 
method to calculate the estimate.  He indicated he is confident that their estimates are closer to 
accurate than the initial numbers.   
 
Council member Dyvik shared that he found the news encouraging and would like to broadcast the 
information out to the community that the carp population is not quite as bad as they had thought.   
 
Council member Kvale questioned whether they would just continue to remove carp every year, but 
commented she would assume that as the population numbers go down, the amount caught would 
also decrease.  
 
Mr. Bajer indicated that he would not choose the baited box nets as his Plan A for next year and 
would instead try a spawning run first.   
 
Council members asked questions about carp removal methods, disposal of the fish, and costs 
associated with the different removal methods.  They discussed the size of the fish that are being 
removed and future plans for additional removals. 
 
Mr. Bajer added that they really did not see small carp, which is a good thing.   
 
Ms. Davidson stated that LLWA is very committed to continuing to work as partners with the local 
cities and the MCWD, and that they are hopeful Long Lake will partner with them in the future to 
keep the budget in a place where they can afford to do further carp removal.  The LLWA Board has 
not discussed it yet, but she thinks they will commit to a fundraising effort for next year and noted 
that it would be nice if the LLWA could rely on their partners to chip in some funding as well.  She 
shared that the cost of the work for this year was around $14,000 and the effort was fully funded by 
donors.  
 
Council member Dyvik commented that he thought that there had been a grant received.  
 
Ms. Davidson responded that the that MCWD, with non-financial support from the cities, had applied 
for a BWSR grant and were awarded $115,000.  The MCWD has presented their preliminary findings 
and explained that most of the work they did was to look at the entire watershed, obtaining data on 
the flow of nutrients within the watershed and looking at the amount of nutrients.  She indicated 
that they also did some carp work and have made preliminary proposals to the cities for projects 
that they think will have a huge impact on water quality.  They have made a presentation to the 
LLWA which was very interesting, and Ms. Davidson encouraged the Council to have them come to a 
future work session and present the information to them as well.    
 
Council member Dyvik noted that he has the Long Lake Creek Watershed Road Map report, it looks 
like an alum treatment would be pretty cost effective, and he questioned if that was a project for 
consideration once the carp population has been removed.   
 
Ms. Davidson replied that she had not seen a report from them that suggested that they move 
ahead with an alum treatment.   
 
Council member Dyvik referenced the table from the report where it mentioned an alum treatment 
for Long Lake.   
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Ms. Davidson commented that Mr. Bajer could speak to alum treatments better than she could, but 
her understanding is that you do not do an alum treatment until you have gotten the carp out and 
there may not be as much success in a lake such as Long Lake that has deep areas versus a shallow 
lake.   
 
Council member Dyvik indicated that Long Lake is not a deep lake even though it has a 40 foot deep 
hole in it.  He stated that he thinks alum treatment could be part of a long-term strategy for the lake 
because he thinks it can be effective for a number of years if it is done correctly.  He added that he 
believes the lake has been neglected for a number of years and there needs to be some sort of 
financial contribution from the City towards ongoing water quality improvements.   
 
The Council discussed the health and appearance of the lake, and expressed their appreciation to 
Mr. Bajer and Ms. Davidson for the update and their work to improve the water quality of the lake.   
 
Ms. Davidson encouraged the Council members to speak to other cities about the water quality 
issues in the area and attempt to foster partnerships with Medina or Orono to do projects that may 
be physically located in Long Lake because they handle stormwater from a broader area.   
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Stop for Pedestrians Signage – Council member Dyvik stated that he would like to see the City 
acquire ‘stop for pedestrians’ signage for installation in crosswalks in the middle of the road.  He 
noted that he has seen them used in Wayzata and even on County Road 19 in Loretto.  He 
highlighted some locations in the City where he thinks it may be a good idea to consider them.  He 
observed that he would like to see the City become more pedestrian friendly and this signage would 
be one way to safely encourage that.  He added that he would try to research some costs but would 
like the Council to keep them in mind as they discuss the budget.   
 
Meeting Absences and Rescheduling – Council member Joyce recalled hearing news from staff 
that there is another interested party in the former BP site which has potential to be a good fit.  She 
noted that she will be out of town on August 17, 2021 when the EDA discusses this proposal.  
Council member Kvale added that she also would be out of town on August 17, 2021.   
 
City Administrator Weske stated that the meeting would need to be rescheduled if two of the 
Council members would be absent due to a planning case on the agenda.   
 
The Council discussed alternative meeting dates. 
 
A motion was made by Feldmann, seconded by Joyce, to reschedule the Council/EDA meetings from 
August 17, 2021 to August 24, 2021.  Ayes:  all.  
 
Fire Department Updates - Chief Van Eyll reported that the LLFD Red Hot Run 5K event was a 
huge success and thanked Krista and Zach Berbig for doing such a fabulous job.  He also expressed 
his appreciation to the firefighters who went out for National Night Out and visited the 26 parties 
across the four cities that they cover.   
 
ADJOURN 
Hearing no objection, Mayor Miner adjourned the meeting by general consent at 7:50 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Scott Weske 
City Administrator  


